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Synopsis

A major survey of contemporary Swiss architecture showcasing the nation’s advanced engineering,
superlative craftsmanship, and stunning natural scenery With its Alpine peaks, crystalline lakes, and
efficient cities, Switzerland has quietly become a center for sophisticated late modern architecture.
Architect Peter Zumthor, a former cabinetmaker, and the firm Herzog & de Meuron produced a
series of buildings at home and abroad that has paved the way for a younger generation of
architects who fuse the countryA¢a -a,¢s traditional materials with high-tech new tools and
innovative construction methods. This book goes beyond the standard project-based survey,
documenting the most important buildings of the last decade through architectural photographs that
highlight the detail, volumetric play, and material experimentation of the buildings and portray them
in the unique environments in which they have been designed and built. Because of their isolated
locations, many of these buildings have rarely been seen before, despite having been designed by
some of architectureA¢a -a,¢s leading lights. The first section presents a photographic portfolio of
projects. The second section describes each of the featured buildings in concise texts and

architectural illustrations. 400 illustrations, including 250 in color and 150 drawings
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Customer Reviews

Nathalie Herschdorfer is a curator, writer, and art historian specializing in the history
ofA A photography. She is Director of the Museum of Fine Arts, Le Locle, Switzerland, and
wasA A previously a curator at the MusAfA©e de IA¢a -4,¢ElysAfAGe, Lausanne, Switzerland.

She has producedA A internationally touring exhibitions for the Foundation for the Exhibition of



Photography,A A including Coming into Fashion: A Century of Photography at CondAfA©
Nast.Maya Birke von Graevenitz is an architecture writer based in Zurich.Hubertus Adam is Director

of the Swiss Architecture Museum in Basel.

This is the biggest book | ever owned in size and value for money with its excellent quality of
printing and paper. The photos are captivating. The buildings are fantastic. | am obliged to praise
the great taste of the editors, photographers, architects and anyone related to this sheer work of
beauty and excellence. Simply mind blowing and will very likely give non Europeans very different
views of Switzerland after they read this book. A must for any serious book collector. Highly
recommended!
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